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Date 24 June 2020
Texas Society of Architects 2020 Honor Awards

A Chapter of The American Institute of Architects

24 June 2020
Mr. Craig Reynolds, FAIA
Chair, Honor Awards Committee
Texas Society of Architects
500 Chicon Street
Austin, TX 78702
Re: Nomination of Bradley Bell, AIA for the Texas Society of Architects Award for Outstanding
Educational Contributions in Honor of Edward J. Romieniec, FAIA
Dear Chair and Honors Committee:
It is my great privilege to nominate Bradley Bell, AIA for the Texas Society of Architects Award for Outstanding
Educational Contributions in Honor of Edward Romieniec, FAIA. Brad is an exceptional architect and educator
who has been an active and engaged member of our Chapter while serving as the Director of the School of
Architecture at the University of Texas at Arlington.
Educated at Texas A&M and Columbia, Brad has been on the forefront of design technology and practice,
inspiring his students to do beautiful work and explore new ways of using and exploiting materials and
manufacturing processes. Under his leadership, UTA began an innovative program of design/build, creating a
legacy of modest houses that address the need for quality low-cost housing and have benefited the Arlington
community, home to UTA. Making these houses has allowed his students to experience the design and
construction process in real time, adding practical realization of a “real” building to their educations. In his role
at UTA, he leads one of the most diverse groups of students, faculty, and staff in one of the largest and fastest
growing regions of the United States. For his cutting-edge research and instruction, Brad was awarded the
UTA President’s Medal for Teaching Excellence in 2015.
Brad is the co-director and founder of TEX-FAB, an organization committed to providing a platform for
education on digital fabrication and parametric modeling to the professional, academic, and manufacturing
communities in Texas. Between 2008 and 2015, TEX-FAB set up digital fabrication competitions and
symposia, and the alliance now includes the University of Houston, UT-San Antonio, and UT-Austin in addition
to UTA. He also serves as director of the Digital Architecture Research Consortium, a network of strategic
industry partners in North Texas that have joined UTA to conduct directed research into ways computational
fabrication will transform the AEC profession. DARC is based at UTA, and it connects with AEC firms including
HKS, Beck, and other industry leaders.
He has made an extraordinary effort to be part of the life and work of AIA Dallas. Selected to be the UTA
representative to our AIA Dallas board in 2018, Brad brings his insight and experience to help us all
understand and support this important resource for the DFW Metroplex. As the UTA liaison, he is making
unprecedented efforts to bridge practice and the academy and seeks to integrate the life and experience of the
school into the Dallas and Fort Worth architectural communities. We have all been the beneficiaries of his
tenure at UTA and have high expectations for the future of the school.
Please consider strongly our nomination of Brad, as he is distinguished among educators and innovators. We
believe he is certainly worthy of the honor of the TxA Award for Outstanding Educational Contributions.
Sincerely,

Maria Gomez, AIA
2020 AIA Dallas President

325 N. Saint Paul Street, Suite 150
Dallas, Texas 75201
214.742.3242
www.aiadallas.org

SECTION 1
SUMMARY STATEMENT

SUMMARY OF
ACHIEVEMENTS

SUMMARY
Bradley Bell promotes the advancement of technological practices within architecture through his own work and research and through
the work of his students and collaborators. He has continued to utilize his position in the university and his extensive technological
research to educate not only his students, but the broader community of architects. Brad serves as a model of not only what is possible
within the profession, but how architects can contribute to society through research and service. Brad reminds us that education does
not end when you graduate, but is a daily practice for those who seek innovation and excellence.
I. INNOVATOR OF TECHNOLOGICAL PRACTICES
Brad Bell is an exemplary leader in technological advancements within architectural education. His research and integration of advanced
digital technologies in the architectural design process has contributed to a variety of publications, exhibits, panels, and conferences
that have been made available not only to his students but to students at multiple universities. His focus on digital fabrication and cast
materials results in an innovative and creative response to the increase of technology in architecture and, in doing so, has invented a new
typology in which his students can create forms, spaces, and environments that were not possible before. Brad is one of the founders
and co-directors of TEX-FAB; a non-profit organization providing a platform for education on digital fabrication and parametric modeling.
As the Director of Digital Architecture Research Consortium (DARC) at UT Arlington, Brad has guided the innovative design research into a
wide range of building components. His research has led him to be a panelist on multiple discussions about the future of the profession,
the changing identity of architecture, the evolution on digital fabrication and many more. Combined, his work has promoted the study
and creative integration of technology in architecture, and has contributed to the evolution of the study of architecture through the
involvement of students into multiple outlets.
II. TRUSTED EDUCATOR
Brad has continuously led and inspired students for the last 20 years. From Adjunct Professor to Director, Brad has committed himself in
every position he has held to develop students that are looking towards the future of design and to develop curriculum that focuses on
the future of design while honoring history and regionalism. Not only has his inspired teaching earned him multiple awards in teaching
excellence, but has inspired his students to participate in exhibitions, earn awards, and be featured in publications every year from 2004
to 2014. His founding of TEX-FAB was inspired by the need to share knowledge among several Texas schools, combining his research
with others’ to strengthen the discourse of digital fabrication. Brad’s committee service at University of Texas at Arlington is extensive
and reflects not only his passion for education but his dedication to providing supplementary guidance and service to students and
faculty. Not only has Brad been a dedicated professor at University of Texas at Arlington for 14 years, but has been invited to a number
of universities around the nation to critique students’ work and to lecture on his ongoing research and its creative outcomes. Brad has
contributed to the development of his students and the continued education of professionals through multiple mediums, dedicating
himself to the academic side of the profession for decades.
III. ADVOCATE FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION
Brad has volunteered his time to multiple organizations to support the community through architectural services and research. He
has served as juror and organizer of multiple competitions, awarding honors to exceptional students and professionals. He has also
volunteered design work to humanitarian relief and lectured on digital design to architects and the community. He has also curated
exhibits in universities and conferences to present creative work in digital fabrication to an even broader audience. In all, Brad has
volunteered his time and efforts to educating a wide range of students, faculty, and professionals, proving that being an exceptional
educator goes beyond any single university.
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SECTION 2

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
I. INNOVATOR OF TECHNOLOGICAL PRACTICES

1. CO-DIRECTOR AND CO-FOUNDER OF TEX-FAB (2009-PRESENT)
In an effort to connect the academic, professional, and research communities within architecture and across universities, Brad
formed a multi-university partnership which has expanded the database on digital fabrication and materiality. It aims at focusing
the efforts of multiple people into specified methods and design outlets in order to function collectively to reach as broad of an
audience as possible. The TEX-FAB Digital Fabrication Alliance was formed to teach digital fabrication curriculum at multiple Texas
universities, making it accessible for students. The tenants of collecting, distributing, and sharing information are organized into
three categories; Theoria (Lectures and Exhibitions), Poiesis (Workshops) and Praxis (Competitions and Commissions). This grounds
research and theory in practice while engaging students in innovative methods of design and introducing alternative technological
practices to professionals. TEX-FAB-- and Brad’s involvement in it-- lead the effort in not only educating students on the possibility of
technology in place-making and form building but also educates architects and manufacturers while inviting them to participate in
the design and execution of technology-based architecture. Brad’s contributions in the form of conferences, exhibitions, workshops,
and competitions through TEX-FAB are listed below:
CONFERENCES
• TEX-FAB 1.0 // Co-Chair
• TEX-FAB 2.0 // Co-Chair
• TEX-FAB 3.0 // Co-Chair
• TEX-FAB 4.0 // Co-Chair
• TEX-FAB 5.0 // Co-Chair // SKIN // Corresponding Exhibition “Digital Assemblies” featuring winning proposal from the
two-stage international competition “SKIN : Performative Facade Systems”
• TEX-FAB 4.0 // Co-Chair // PLASTICITY
EXHIBITIONS
• DARC+TEX-FAB: Research Prototypes: Digital Assemblies
WORKSHOPS
• TEX-FAB 1.0 // 1-Day workshop on Intro and Advanced Modeling in Rhino Software University of Texas Arlington
• TEX-FAB 2.0 // 1-Day workshop on Intro and Advanced Modeling in Rhino Software University of Texas Arlington
COMPETITIONS ORGANIZED
• REPEAT // Featuring work from the TEX-FAB international design competition
• PLASTICITY // Featuring work from the TEX-FAB international design competition
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SECTION 2

EXAMPLE OF WORK
TEX-FAB COMPETITIONS
EXAMPLE OF WORK CONTRIBUTED TO TEX-FAB EVENTS

(Upper left) Finished
installation of Minimal
Complexity; (Upper
right) An example of
the process of design,
combining hand
modeling and digital
fabrication; (Lower
left) The construction
process of the built
work; (Lower right) The
detail of the built work;

TEX-FAB 2.0: REPEAT COMPETITION
Since its inception, TEX-FAB has been
hosting competitions and subsequent
exhibitions of creative work that
utilizes digital fabrication. Minimal
Complexity (pictured here) was the
winner of the TEX-FAB 2.0 and REPEAT
competition, organized by Brad Bell.
The workshops organized for the event
were led by experts in the field of
parametric modeling, with half of all
available seats reserved for students.
The two-day event allowed for the
most concentrated amount of learning
for participants. The competition and
winner represents the epitome of
digital fabrication and design.
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SECTION 2

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
I. INNOVATOR OF TECHNOLOGICAL PRACTICES

2. DIRECTOR OF THE DIGITAL ARCHITECTURE RESEARCH CONSORTIUM-- DARC (2013-PRESENT)
As director of DARC through the College of Architecture Planning and Public Affairs at the University of Texas at Arlington, Brad
is responsible for fostering a network of industry partners to work alongside students in directing research in computational
fabrication. This organization is exceptional not only in its ability to combine the research of students and professionals, but also in
its capability of teaching graduate students how to work on a team of diverse partners. It also grounds research through application
of prototyping and simulation of computational fabrication and architectural components. With Brad’s guidance and the input of
professional partners, students are given the opportunity to rethink traditional building components as tools of design which leads
not only to technological advances within architecture, but sets up a practice of design thinking through multiple mediums that will
follow them throughout their professional lives. The symbiotic relationship between the students and the partners also leads to the
continuing education of architects, manufacturers, and engineers -- all of which can contribute to different stages of design. Through
the work at DARC, Brad highlights the transformations that occur when architects think beyond the accepted elements of design
to the possibilities of the future of the built environment. Currently, the DARC has received $250,000 in support of its research and
implementation.
EXHIBITIONS OF CREATIVE WORK
• DARC + TEX-FAB: Research Prototypes: Digital Assemblies
• DARC: Research Prototypes: Skin Digital Assemblies

(Pictured) DARC Graduate Student
Prototyping studio, with examples
of material studies and formwork
iterations
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SECTION 2

EXAMPLE OF WORK
DARC
EXAMPLES OF BUILDING COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

ENGINEERED EARTH
RAMMED AND CAST EARTH FACADE MODULAR SYSTEMS

“This research examines two methodologies of producing modular components for
a façade. The first is the production of rammed earth blocks. Interlocking geometry
with shadow casting face geometry provides a range of optimized performance
outcomes. The second methodology is cast earth and involves using a wet earth mix
and structural reinforcement to achieve structural and material optimization. This
testing explores larger components as blocks that can be cast with thermal blocking
to increase R-Value in the wall system.”

SOUND MITIGATING CONCRETE
CAST CONCRETE MODULAR SYSTEM

“ A special admix is developed that produces a granulated composition for a
sandwich panel façade, yet still capable of being cast like traditional concrete panels
into a mold that is configured based on sound diffusing geometry. The result is a
panel that could be used as either a concrete façade system or as a Mechanically
Stabilized Earth (MSE) to provide controlled mitigation of sound in an urban context.”

RECONFIGURABLE SURFACES II
FORMWORK FOR DIFFERENT GEOMETRIC OUTCOMES

“The current state of this ongoing research is a full-scale digitally reconfigurable
formwork controlled by a computer model capable of producing a wide range of
geometric outcomes and a full-scale panel prototype. The potential benefit to
the precast or composite industry would be to reduce cost and production time
while providing geometric flexibility not currently present in the traditional casting
process.”

ROMIENIEC AWARD
NOMINATION 2020

BRADLEY BELL, AIA

5

SECTION 2

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
I. INNOVATOR OF TECHNOLOGICAL PRACTICES

3. TOPOCAST LAB FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR
Brad founded TOPOCAST as a way to produce creative work supporting the digital fabrication technologies and casting methodologies
he developed through his research. The TOPOCAST Lab is done in coordination with the UTA School of Architecture and the professional
TOPOCAST studio formed by Brad to link students to the design and research initiative. The curriculum not only introduces students
to digitally fabricated building elements, but also introduces the practice of collaboration in design development-- a powerful skill
in a professional setting. The work produced through TOPOCAST Lab has been exhibited multiple times to highlight the innovations
presented through creative work.
EXHIBITIONS OF CREATIVE WORK
• TOPOCAST Creative Work // Gensler Corporate Office and Gallery
• TOPOCAST: Derivation ILLUMINATIONS Exhibition // RE Gallery
• TOPOCAST: Mirabeau B Tiles // Part of the 2013 International ACADIA Conference
• TOPOCAST: Creative Work SXSW Eco // Makerspace Exhibition
AWARDS
• Winner of Tex-Fab’s APPLIED: Research Through Fabrication Competition in collaboration with yo_cy design studio

(Pictured) Brad Bell with
student work produced in
the TOPOCAST Lab
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SECTION 2

EXAMPLE OF WORK
TOPOCAST_LAB
Student projects

CAST SOLEIL

HUSTLE AND
FLOW

DIGITAL LIGHT
FIELD

SPRING SEMESTER
2012

FALL SEMESTER 2010

PRE-CAST
POROSITY

APERATURE
FLUX

SPRING SEMESTER
2013

SPRING SEMESTER
2012

SURFACE
TENSION

AGGREGATE
NUCLEI

DRYWAVE

SOFT CAST

SPRING SEMESTER
2012

SPRING SEMESTER
2008

TRIFECTA

PHILODENDRON

FALL SEMESTER
2012

FALL SEMESTER 2010

LIGHT
MODULATION

POLY PLANTER

HEXAGONAL
TWIST

SPRING SEMESTER
2013

FALL SEMESTER
2012

FALL SEMESTER
2012
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FALL SEMESTER 2008

FALL SEMESTER
2010

DIGITAL FABRICATION AND PRE-CAST CONCRETE

With the guidance of Brad, students formed teams to study
digitally fabricated millwork to produce cast panels. The work
produced in TOPOCAST Lab represents the new spatial and
formal possibilities capable through new methodologies
proposed by Brad Bell.
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SECTION 2

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
I. INNOVATOR OF TECHNOLOGICAL PRACTICES

4. FUNDED RESEARCH:
Brad has been awarded multiple grants, fellowship and funded research that has gone directly into his classes and the organizations he
has founded in order to increase the capacity for which students can design and research:
• J. Herndon Thomson Traveling Fellowship, 2004 // Tulane University
• Board of Regents Support Fund, 2004 // Awarded in support of developing a CAVE Virtual Reality system to be hosted by the
Northrop Grumman Corporation located in New Orleans, Louisiana.
• CORR Fellowship - Tulane University, 2004 // Awarded for research of Catalan Architect Antonio Gonzales Cordon
• Dallas Museum of Art, 2008 // Funded gift awraded for the design and construction of digitally fabricated partitions for the
inaugural opening of the Center for Creative Connections
• UTA Faculty Excellence Award, 2008 // Awarded for the funding for enhancement of Digital Fabrication Research
• Dallas Museum of Art, 2008 // Funded gift awarded for the design and construction of digitally fabricated partitions for the
inaugural opening of the Center for Creative Connections
• Transit Oriented Development, 2009 // Researcher for small, middle, and large cities at Dallas-Fort Worth
• UTA Innovative Teaching Grant, 2009 // Funded research awarded for “Digitally Fabricated Building Systems”
• UTA Faculty Excellence Award, 2010 // Funding for support of TEX-FAB and the purchase of digital fabrication equipment
• UH Green Building Components, 2011 // Awarded for examining the use of precast concrete for façade and MSE wall systems
to take on greater functionality through more complex geometries that are controlled by parametric modeling
• Digital Architecture Research Consortium, 2013 // Awarded for a new research initiative based at the University of Texas
Arlington
• PCI- Precast Concrete Institute, 2013 // Awarded to conduct practical research to improve the design and fabrication of
precast concrete structures
• UTA CAPPA Seed Grant, 2015 // Awarded for developing next generation facade panels for sustainable buildings using UltraHigh Performance Fiber-Reinforced Concrete and 3D Digital Fabrication Techniques
• PCI - Precast Concrete Institute, 2016 // Awarded to conduct practical research to improve the design and fabrication of
precast concrete structures
• Interlocal Cooperation Contract, 2020 // Awarded for the research and design of outdoor meeting pods at the east arlington
library and recreation center
• UTA Cappa Diversity Grant, 2020 // Awarded to host the 2nd Annual conference on Equity and inclusion for the College of
Architecture Planning and Public Affairs at UTA
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SECTION 3

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
II. TRUSTED EDUCATOR

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
University of Colorado, The College of Architecture, Adjunct Prof. of Architecture
1999-2000
Tulane University, Tulane School of Architecture, Visiting Assistant Professor
2000-2002
Tulane University, Tulane School of Architecture, Assistant Professor
2002-2005
University of Texas at Arlington, School of Architecture, Visiting Assistant Professor
2005-2008
University of Texas at Arlington, School of Architecture, Assistant Professor
2008-2014
University of Texas at Arlington, School of Architecture, Associate Professor
2014- Present
University of Texas at Arlington, College of Architecture Planning and Public Affairs, Interim Director of
2016-2018
the School of Architecture
2018- Present
University of Texas at Arlington, College of Architecture Planning and Public Affairs, Director of the School
of Architecture
2019- Present
University of Texas at Arlington, Faculty Lead for Transportation Research Search, Committee Member
EDUCATOR AWARDS
• Malcolm Heard Award for Excellence in Teaching 2004
• UTA Faculty Excellence Award 2008
• Provost’s Award for Teaching Excellence 2009
• ACSA Service award for recognition of contribution to architectural education and ACSA 2010
• UTA Faculty Excellence Award 2010
• Professional Research Merit Award for “Transit Oriented Development Research” American Society of Landscape Architecture,
Texas Chapter 2013
• Presidents Award for Teaching Excellence 2015
• FD Dallas -- Who’s Next, Recognized as one of “six impassioned, expressive, uncensored, idiosyncratic creative you need to
have your eye on, come 2016”
• Regents Outstanding Teaching Award- University of Texas System 2016
• Distinguished Certificate of Appreciation - American Institute of Architects Ft. Worth Chapter, 2019

ROMIENIEC AWARD
NOMINATION 2020

BRADLEY BELL, AIA

9

SECTION 3

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
II. TRUSTED EDUCATOR

COMMIT TEE MEMBER: UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT ARLINGTON
Faculty Lead for Transportation Research Search
Committee for Benchmarking and Merger: SOA & SUPA
Sept 2019 - Present
2014
Mechanical and Aerospace Search Committee
University Vice President for Research Search
Committee 2014/2015
Advanced Construction Materials Search
Committee - 2018 - Present
University Strategic Planning Committee 2014
University Faculty Senate AY 2017/18
Selection Committee for the Dean of the New College
of Architecture Planning & Public Affairs 2014
Senate Subcommittee on Tenure and Academic
Freedom AY 2017/18
SOA Advisory Committee on Student Matters 2013 –
2014
Selection Committee for the Dean of College of
Architecture Planning & Public Affairs AY 2017/18
SOA Student Welfare Subcommittee 2013 – 2014
Selection Committee for the Director for the
SOA Strategic Visioning Ad Hoc Committee 2013 – 2014
School of Architecture 2015/2016
SOA Academic Affairs Committee 2013 – 2014
Subcommittee on Studio Culture 2015/2016
International Initiatives University Committee, UTA
Chair of the SOA Lecture and Exhibition
2011 – 2014
Committee 2015/2016
SOA Graduate Admissions, Scholarship + Assistantship
SOA Organized Research and Scholarly / Creative
Committee, 2009 – 2012
Activity Subcommittee 2013 – 2016
SOA Studio Culture Ad Hoc Committee, 2009 – 2010
Member of the University Undergraduate
Graduate Studies Committee
Assembly 2013 – 2016
SOA Dean’s Review Committee 2009.
University Faculty Development Leave (FDL)
SOA New Faculty Search Committee, 2008 – 2009.
Committee 2014-2016
SOA Curriculum Committee, 2007 – 2008.
SOA Information Technology + Computing
Coordinator of the SOA 4th Year Design Coordinator,
Committee, 2006 – 2016
2007 – 2008.
SOA Subcommittee on Promotion, Tenure and
Emeritus Status 2014/2015
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SECTION 3

EXAMPLES OF WORK
STUDENT WORK
SAMPLES OF WORK PRODUCED BY STUDENTS IN BRAD BELL’S DESIGN AND FABRICATION STUDIOS

Digital Fabrication Methodology: Repetitive Systems

Urban Frontiers, 2012

Digital Fabrication Methodology: Tessellation

United States Federal Courthouse, 2013
ROMIENIEC AWARD
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SECTION 3

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
II. TRUSTED EDUCATOR

STUDENT DESIGN AWARDS:
Brad’s success as a teacher can be seen through the success of his students:
• I.D. Magazine Student Award // One of fifteen student projects recognized nationally by I.D. Magazine 2004
• Hnedak Bobo Group Global Design Award // Design Award to rising 5th year student attending the University of Tennessee
College of Architecture accredited Study Abroad Program; 1st and 2nd Place Students 2009
• TSA Studio Award // One of eight projects out of 109 submissions awarded for exceptional design work by either professional
or academic designer 2009
• HKS Design Research Collaborative // An integrated design research platform used to develop a design solution through
professional consultation; 2nd Place 2010
• HKS Design Fellow // former student and current employee selected as one of three designers to participate in the annual
design charrette 2010
• AIAS Vinyl Institute 2015 Pan American Games Competition: conducted as semester long studio project for 4557 senior studio
examining the use of vinyl with parametric design; Honorable Mention 2011
• AECOM Urban SOS Frontiers Competition: Two teams from Summer 2012 Graduate Design Studio Course both placed as
quarter finalist in the competition centered on issues related to physical, political, cultural, ecological, or economic borders.
2012
• HKS Design Fellow: Nosaka former student selected as one of three designers to participate in the annual design charrette
2012
• ARRC King Student Medal: Architectural Research Centers Consortium – For Excellence in Architectural and Environmental
Design Research 2013
• ACES: Graduate Sustainability Award 2014
PUBLICATION OF STUDENT WORK:
• “New Orleans: Strategies for a City in Soft Land”: Publication of joint studio work between Tulane and GSD 2005
• “Finnish Summer Cottages”: Student work produced through the Finland Summer Institute Documentation and
Representation courses is prominent featured 2008
• “Light Modulation” Texas Architect: Nick Richardson Project Featured -- TSA Studio Award 2009
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SECTION 3

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
II. TRUSTED EDUCATOR

SELECT EXHIBITION OF STUDENT WORK:
• “Digital Fabrication at UTA”: Installation of UTA student work produced through the Digital Fabrication Seminar
conducted in the spring term of 2009
• FAMexpo_FASHION+ART+MUSIC_TEXTURE: Featuring the work of Nick Richardson and Lance Abaya 2009
• “Casting Taxonomies”: Integration through Computation ACADIA 2011 National Conference: Calgary University &
Banff 2011
• “UTA Digital Fabrication Lab: Recent Work”: At Gensler Corporate Office and Gallery 2012
• “TOPOCAST Lab: Recent Student Work”: Group exhibition of creative work. Selected from 300 entries as one of 6
teams to exhibit work. Part of the 2013 International ACADIA conference 2013
• “Non Standard Porosity – 3D printed joints for structural systems in precast panels.”: PCI 60th Anniversary Convention
and National Bridge Conference Poster Session 2014
• “UHP-FRC Precast Panel System”: PCI National Bridge Conference Poster Session 2016
STUDENT DISSERTATION:
• Nick Richardson, “Inherent Potential: 2x4 – A material Study of a Standard
Unit” Graduate Thesis Committee Advisor, School of Architecture, Fall 2009
• Mick Lowenthal, “Fabrication of Concrete Component Surfaces for
Architecture” Graduate Thesis Committee Advisor, School of Architecture,
Summer, Fall 2010
• Gabriel Rodriguez, “Additive Fabrication: Digital Tectonics of Performative
Modulation” Graduate Thesis Committee Advisor, School of Architecture, Fall
2011
• Parham Aghdasi, “Development of Ultra-High-Performance-ReinforcedConcrete (UHP-FRC) for Large-Scale Casting” Ph.D. Dissertation Thesis
Committee Member, Fall 2013, Department of Mechanical Engineering, May,
2013
• Bahram Abediniangerabi “Assembly-Scale and Whole-Building Energy
Performance Analysis of Ultra-High Performance Fiber Reinforced Concrete
(UHP-FRC) Facade Systems.” Ph.D. Dissertation Thesis Committee Member,
Department of Civil Engineering, December, 2019

(Pictured) Brad Bell
with students
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SECTION 4

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
III. ADVOCATE FOR CONTINUED EDUCATION

Brad is an exceptional educator because his goal to diversify technological practices within architecture not only applies to students,
but to practicing architects. He has devoted his free time to community service from participating in boards to improve educational
practices to organizing exhibits and design competitions to challenge and inspire architects, engineers and manufacturers. His
involvement represents his passion for education at all ages and professions. His contributions to continuing education outside of his
role as Professor and Director at University of Texas at Arlington are outlined below:
INVITED CRITIC: DESIGN REVIEWS
1998
1999
2000
2002

2003

2004

Pratt Institute
University of Colorado Boulder
Colorado University
University of Texas
Louisiana State University
University of Houston
University of Louisiana at Lafayette
Colombia University
University of Texas
Universidad Politecnica de Puerto Rico
Rice University
UCLA
Sci-Arc

2005

2006
2007
2008
Past-2009
Past-2010
Past-2011
2011-Present
Past-2015
Past-2016
2017-Present

University of Texas at Arlington
University of Tennessee Knoxville
Harvard University
University of Tennessee Knoxville
Rice University
Tulane University
Rice University
University of New Mexico
Universidad Franciso Marroquin
Arizona State University
ACES_University of Texas Arlington
University of California Berkeley
University of Buffalo
University of Michigan
University of Michigan

CONFERENCES ORGANIZED
• Panel Moderator - “The (RE)Evolution of Digital Fabrication” Dallas Architecture Forum (2008)
• Co-Chair - “Chang(e)ing Identities” ACSA Southwest Regional Conference (2009)
• Panel Moderator - “Research-Based Design Practice” Dallas Architecture Forum (2014)
• Organizer - The Open City Sumposium (2018)
• Organizer - Texas Dean’s Round Table (2019)
• Organizer - “PIECES & PARTS: The Future of Advanced Manufacturing in Architecture Symposium” (2019)
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SECTION 4

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
III. ADVOCATE FOR CONTINUED EDUCATION

PUBLIC LECTURES:
Brad’s extensive list of service to architectural education spans well beyond the University of Texas at Arlington-- he has spent a
majority of his career presenting his research and the work of his students to multiple universities and architectural events.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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“Formation , Modulation, Patterning” University of Houston Gerald D. Hines School of Architecture 2007
“A Case For Computation” University of Texas Arlington, Public Lecture for the School of Architecture 2008
“Materials and Meanings: Creativity through Architecture and Interior Design” Dallas Museum of Art, Public Lecture Series:
Center for Creative Connections 2008
“Partial Architectures” Universidad Francisco Marroquin, Public Lecture for the School of Architecture 2009
“Iteration” University of Texas San Antonio, Public Lecture for the School of Architecture 2010
“Hybridization, Aggregation, Computation” University of Oklahoma, Public Lecture for the ‘OU President’s Dream Course:
Managing the Dilemma of the Net-Zero Energy Efficient Footprint 2010
“TEX-FAB” The University of Texas at Austin, Lunchtime presentation for the School of Architecture 2010
“Computational Fabrication” Fort Worth AIA, University of Texas Arlington School of Architecture 2012
“Computational Fabrication” HKS 4th HKS Design Camp and Workshop 2012
“TOPOCAST & UTA Digital Fabrication Lab” Gensler Gallery Talk 2012
“Universal Regionalism” CEAT -- School of Architecture Oklahoma State University 2012
“New paradigm in Academic + Architectural Firm Collaboration” HKS JOIN US Speaker Series 2015
“Computational Fabrication and the New Digital Collective” Design Talk Ft. Worth AIA 2016
“Digital Thinking + Digital Making” Perkins & Willl 2016
“Digital Thinking + Digital Making” CSI Local Chapter 2017
“Digital Thinking / Digital Making Prototyping, Simulation and Material Science” Texas A&M College of Architecture 2017
“Digital Thinking / Digital Making Prototyping, Simulation and Material Science” Tulane School of Architecture 2017
“Digital Toolsets and the Future of the Built Environment” Small Firm Round Table -- Dallas AIA ADEX 2019
“Resilient Materials & Formal Ecologies” UNESCO and IHE Delft, Independent University, Dhaka, Bangladesh 2019
“AR+Fabrication Session”, ACADIA, University of Texas 2019
“Workshop Panel Discussion”, ACADIA, University of Texas 2019
“Digital Toolsets and the Future of the Built Environment”, AD EX 2019
“Dallas AIA Unbuilt Design Awards”, Dallas AIA, AD EX 2019
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SECTION 4

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
III. ADVOCATE FOR CONTINUED EDUCATION

PUBLIC SERVICE
• House of Hope Orphanage - Located in Gressier, Haiti: In partnership with Canada Feed the Children, Ve’ahavta: The Canadian
Jewish Humanitarian and Relief, and Fellowship Bible Church Dallas. Services include master planning for the orphanage,
design consultation for a new 100-bed dormitory and future expansion of sustainable technologies for energy use within the
complex. Trips to Haiti initiated in the summer of 2010 – Completed in the Spring of 2011.
• C3 Organizational Impact Evaluation Reflection Workshop - Cook Family Boardroom. Randi Korn & Associates led a workshop
to reflect on the findings of the recently completed C3 organizational impact evaluation. The workshop goal was to convene
a diverse group of stakeholders to discuss the implications of evaluation results and implementation of ideas to support the
DMA’s future and strategic plan. June 2, 2011.
• HOPE Contained - A Non-Profit organization focused on developing a very low cost, rapidly deployable, highly scale-able and
replicable model for basic housing arranged in sustainable villages in order to relocate large numbers of homeless in desperate
poverty. The organization currently has active projects in Haiti and the Yucatán Peninsula in Mexico. Contribution is design, site
analysis, on-site implementation and supervision. 2010 to 2012
• Dallas Architecture Forum - Lecture Programming Team. Selection of lecturers for 2014 to present. Chair of the Lecture
Programming Team since 2016
COMPETITIONS ORGANIZED
• REPEAT 2010 -- REPEAT as an international competition was established to foster the creative spirit in the burgeoning field of
digital fabrication. Jury includes Patrik Schumacher, Marc Fornes, Lisa Iwamoto, Chris Lasch and Blair Satterfield.
• APPLIED: Research Through Fabrication 2012 -- Within the field of architecture, exploration involving parametric modeling
and digital fabrication – what we will call computational fabrication – is both wide and varied. Jury includes Gil Akos & Ronnie
Parsons of Studio Mode, Billie Faircloth or Kieran Timberlake, Jonathan Mallie of SHoP, Jason Vollen of C.A.S.E., Andrew
Kudless of Matsys, Vlad Tenu, and Nader Tehrani of NADAA.
• SKIN: Performative Facades 2013 -- SKIN is a digital fabrication competition asking architects, designers and researchers to
speculate, or if they so choose present existing research, on the role of the activated envelope. Jury Includes Gregg Pasquarelli
of SHoP, Skylar Tibbits of MIT Media Lab, Maria Mingallon of ARUP, Randy Stratman & Bill Zahner, of Zahner, and Phil Anzalone
of Atelier Architecture 64, Mic Patterson of Enclos, James Carpenter of JCD, and Neil Denari of NDA.
• PLASTICITY 2014 -- PLASTICITY, the quality of being able to be made into different shapes, to be molded or altered, is a quality
that is pervasive in contemporary design. Jury includes Craig Dykers of Snøhetta, Greg Lynn of Greg Lynn Form, Roland Snooks
of Kokkugia, Bill Kreysler of Kreysler & Associates, Jeanne Gang of Studio Gang, Benjamin Ball of Ball-Nogues Studio, Alvin
Huang of Synthesis d n a, Virginia San Fratello of Rael San Fratello, Ken Tracy & Christine Yogiaman of yo_cy, Joshua Zabel of
Kreysler & Associates
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June 13, 2019
Mr. Craig Reynolds, FAIA
Chair, Honors and Awards Committee
The Texas Society of Architects
500 Chicon Street
Austin, TX 78702
Dear Mr. Reynolds:
It is my pleasure to write this letter of recommendation in support of Brad Bell’s recent nomination for the Texas Society of
Architects Award for Outstanding Educational Contributions in Honor of Edward Romieniec, FAIA. In addition to being a
visionary and inclusive leader of the School of Architecture at the University of Texas at Arlington, Brad Bell has developed a
renowned research agenda on new materials that has both influenced the curriculum in the School, as well as making
significant contributions to knowledge production in the field of architecture. As a leader, educator, and architect he
represents the qualities and professional experience that the Award for Outstanding Educational Contributions celebrates.
I first came to know Brad Bell when I was a candidate for the new Dean of the College of Architecture, Planning and Public
Affairs, where he served on the search committee. During my brief interactions with him during that process I was
impressed by his high level of professionalism, his insights on the role of the school in the larger DFW metroplex and the
university as a whole.
Brad Bell is the Director of the School of Architecture at the University of Texas at Arlington. Prior to my appointing him
as Director in 2018, Brad served as interim Director for two years. During that time, he built upon the solid foundation of
the school deepening the school’s relationships with the broader professional communities across the metroplex. He
steadily steered the school through multiple changes in college leadership. He has continuously advocated for his faculty
working hard to diversify and infuse new architectural thinking and practices into the program. He promotes scholarly
and creative excellence in his faculty, handling discussion and conflict with grace and integrity, never losing sight of the
important task to advance the collective interest of faculty and students across the school.
As Director of the school Bell has worked consistently to expand the educational options of both undergraduate and
graduate architecture students to better prepare them in ways that reflect the changing demands of the profession. He has
infused new content into the architecture curriculum, worked with his faculty on incorporating more attention to developing
digital skills without sacrificing the longstanding focus on hand drawing, and he has been at the forefront of new materials
research. Under his leadership, the design build program has grown with two new low to middle income homes being
designed and built in Arlington by CAPPA students. Student satisfaction with the program has grown immensely as reflected
in higher retention rates. The UTA School of Architecture now boasts its first national ranking with Design Intelligence: it is
ranked 16 in the country for programs most hired from by employers. This would not have occurred without Bell’s
commitment to creating an inclusive learning environment where everyone – faculty, students, and staff – can realize their
full potential.
Bell has imparted to his students both research-informed and practice-informed perspectives that equip his students with a
competitive edge for the profession. As a teacher he inspires and encourages self-motivation, originality, and independent
thinking in his students.
Bell has proven himself to be a future-oriented educator, researcher, and leader. All in all, as a teacher and leader Bell has
invigorated the academic and creative life of the School. I offermy strongest recommendation for his nomination. Please
feel free to contact me if I can be of further assistance.
Yours respectfully,

Adrian Parr Ph.D, Dean
College of Architecture, Planning and Public Affairs
UNESCO Chair of Water and Human Settlements
University of Texas at Arlington Adrian.Parr@uta.edu

Ikram Eloualid
218, Turnberry lane
Coppell, TX 75019
214-208-5614
Dear Mr. Craig Reynolds,
It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of the highest recommendation for
my dear professor and mentor Brad Bell. I have been very fortunate to be one of
his students for three semesters, worked as his Graduate assistant for over two
years, and I will keep looking up to him for the rest of my life. Different from any
other professor I encountered in my life, Brad is almost a dream. I still remember
first time I saw him in the woodshop covered in concrete, leading some
experiments with his students, I knew at that moments that he is a unique
professor. Later, I realized that he is an entire school of thoughts assembled in
one man. Brad taught me to do what matters and always ask myself what is it I
am trying to prove and to whom?
He pushed for limits, nothing seemed impossible through innovation, rational
thinking and testing. In his consortium the world is full of new ideas, even failure
was part of success. I always like to describe him as a paradigm. He combines
human passion with genius thinking, freedom with imagination, honor with
modesty. From a personal level I have a tremendous respect for him. He is the
one professor who doesn’t mind mixing concrete with his hands, sweeping after
us and doing all he can to bring us a piece of advanced equipment our school
doesn’t have. I joke that Brad looks just like his students, his hair gets crazy
when it’s the end of the semester and doesn’t even have time to shave.
Even years after I graduated, and I entered the world of firms, I keep his lessons
close to me and work hard to bridge between the world of my firm and his school.
Finally, I truly believe that Brad is an excellent professor, architect, and human
been. His lessons last a lifetime. Brad Bell is the magic at University of Texas at
Arlington, and I am extremely lucky to have lived that experience.
Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to call me at: 214208-5614.
Sincerely
Ikram,
Ikram Eloualid, Associate AIA I Project Designer I Jacobs – Dallas GBNA I 214.583.8224
office I 214.208.5614 mobile I Ikram.Eloualid@Jacobs.com I www.Jacobs.com

6/18/2019
Craig Reynolds, FAIA
Chair, Honor Awards Committee
Texas Society of Architects
500 Chicon Street
Austin, TX 78702-2754
Re:

Brad Bell, AIA for the TxA Award for Outstanding Education Contributions in Honor of Edward J.
Romieniec FAIA

Dear Craig:
In my view there has always been a certain amount of tension between the academy and the practice of
architecture. How aspiring professionals are taught and trained is of upmost importance to the future of our
profession and there is no shortage of opinions. That is why it is such a pleasure to support the nomination
of Brad Bell, AIA for the TxA Award for Outstanding Education Contribution. Brad moves easily from the
culture of the academy and engages with practitioners in both Dallas and Fort Worth.
Brad is an incredibly inspiring educator who has genuine rapport with his students. In addition, his
involvement with the professional community in both Dallas and Fort Worth breaks down barriers between
the academy and practice, educates our members on school initiatives and brings the concerns of his
students to the attention of practitioners. As President of AIA Dallas last year, I had the pleasure of watching
Brad promote his students from the University of Texas at Arlington as well as discussing ways of integrating
even more closely the worlds of the academy and practice.
In these challenging times, it is important that we have individuals like Brad to help lead the way to the
future of our profession and we are fortunate to have someone so collaborative and inspiring at the
vanguard. I enthusiastically support the nomination of Brad Bell, AIA for the TxA Award for Outstanding
Education Contribution in Honor of Edward J. Romieniec, FAIA.
Sincerely,
JHP Architecture / Urban Design, PC

Mike Arbour, AIA
President
Copy:

File
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June 17, 2019
Mr. Craig Reynolds, FAIA
Chair, Honors and Awards Committee
The Texas Society of Architects
500 Chicon Street
Austin, Texas 78702

Dear Mr. Reynolds,

I am writing on behalf of Brad Bell for the Texas Society of Architects Award for Outstanding Educational
Contributions in Honor of Edward Rominec, FAIA. I have had the pleasure of getting to know Brad over
the last several years and have enjoyed having him as both a professor and a mentor.
During the time that I had him as a studio professor he shared his extensive knowledge through readings,
exposed us to different software, as well as challenged the studio to develop our own methodologies for
how we want to approach architecture. Though Brad had the most credentials in the room he often sat
quiet and listened to class discussions, allowing myself and the other students to voice our opinions and
take ownership not just over our own projects, but also of the studio narrative. This level of respect is a
great quality in an educator as it pushes students to think critically, even if it means questioning those
with more experience.
A semester after I took his studio course, I had the opportunity to work for him again as his research
assistant. In our first meeting, he sat me down and instead of telling me what he needed from me; he
asked me what my interest are, and how I might be able to use this opportunity to my advantage. We
worked on several projects, but one that stands out is our research done on microhomes. He and I both
were learning together about new technologies and systems that hope to expand the field of microhomes.
This is another great quality of Brad because he not only strives to educate others but also aims to
continue his education always reading or researching topics that he believes will be an asset to others
around him.
I believe that Brad Bell is an excellent candidate for this award because he is constantly using his position
to push the next generation towards a greater level of success while being continuously interested in
expanding his own knowledge. Through these years Brad Bell has been my educator, a mentor, and a
friend who has consistently led me to develop my own leadership skills in both my academic and
professional career.

Sincerely,
Karis Bishop
karis.a.bishop@gmail.com
214-406-9006

06.15.2019
Mr. Craig Reynolds, FAIA
Chair, Honors and Awards Committee
The Texas Society of Architects
500 Chicon Street
Austin, Texas 78702
Dear Mr. Reynolds,
I write to offer my formal support for your consideration of Brad Bell for the Texas Society of Architects Award for Outstanding
Educational Contributions in Honor of Edward Romieniec,FAIA. I met Brad 8 years ago when he asked to talk with me about his ideas for
advancing the dialogue between academia and practice. I was familiar with Brad’s leadership in digital fabrication through his work with TexFab, and our office had just that year begun to send representatives to participate in the event. During this initial meeting we talked at length
about a variety of topics relating to design research, and from this conversation, I could understand that Brad was seeking collaborators who
shared his passion and commitment to advancing the profession through a more collaborative research agenda. The questions Brad asked
and the things we discussed communicated that he was looking to establish a sincere relationship with individuals whom he could trust were
committed to sharing and working together.
Through the next 8 years and many conversations, collaborations and projects together, I’ve developed a friendship with Brad that extends
beyond the bounds of practice, academia, research and professional service. Although I continue to work within, and across, each of these
areas, both under Brad’s direction and alongside him, I’ve found him to see the value in crossing boundaries and initiating conversations across
disciplines. This is where Brad has made extraordinary strides in helping to propel our profession forward—by working the edges. I’ve worked
with Brad at the Dallas Architecture and Design Exchange (ADEX), on several panel discussions wherein he carefully curated the conversation to
encourage the consideration of new ideas and relationships. Brad has selflessly served as moderator for AIA Dallas programs such as the Ken
Roberts Memorial Delineation Competition and Design Awards, during which he has often worked with our chapter to help bring in jurors and
arrange for jurors of these events to visit the University of Texas at Arlington to lecture or present to the student body. Brad has never declined
my invitation to help with either of these programs when I’ve been involved with them.
My studio worked directly with Brad and his students for 5 years as part of the Digital Architecture Research Consortium (DARC). Brad
developed DARC in 2012, and our collaboration included assisting with teaching his Graduate Research studio, providing real-world design
problems for the students to research, and serving on the panel for his final reviews most semesters. During this time, I observed Brad to
challenge his students in a way that leveraged their intrinsic talent and motivations, pushing them to apply themselves toward new and
unfamiliar territories, and always in a positive and inspirational way. How Brad teaches is something that I have learned from more than what
he teaches. Through these years with DARC, Brad’s students researched and developed ideas in the realm of digital design and fabrication,
robotics, material science and structural topologies. The initiatives researched in his studios have prepared his students well to bring a
familiarity and knowledge of advanced technical methodologies that can bring an intern to a seat at the table, with immediate and meaningful
impact, when working with the right office.
Brad has also exhibited leadership in the profession and industry, both as a member of the board for the Association for Computer Aided
Design in Architecture (ACADIA), and as one of the persons responsible for the Digital Fabrication Network (dFabNet), a consortium that
convened in San Francisco in 2015 with a broad interdisciplinary body to discuss the challenges and opportunities with digital fabrication. It was
here in the first meeting of dFabNet that Brad’s gift and work ethic toward bringing people together inspired those of us participating to dig in
and work together to make real strides in the area of paving the way for a digital ‘model of record’ that could serve as documentation for
architect, consultants, contractors and fabricators.
Finally, in what was the most influential of Brad’s actions on me personally, Brad extended the invitation and hired me for my first teaching
position. Through my semesters at UTA, I have continued to learn from Brad. He leads by example and has always offered an open door to
discuss my approach to academia in the classroom as well as the broader implications of the relationship and overlap of practicum and
academia to the future of our profession. Brad’s tact and respectful demeanor have greatly influenced and instigated a growing culture of
awareness and rigor amongst the student body of the School of Architecture.
I enthusiastically and without reservation offer my support for the recognition of Brad Bell with the Edward Romieniec Award. I can say that I
am a better educator, a better practitioner and a better person through my relationship with Brad, and I have observed similar effect on others
with whom Brad works on a consistent basis, including a senior designer in my studio who studied under Brad and later asked Brad to serve as
his doctoral thesis advisor. Brad’s influence in our profession and industry has inspired and assisted many of us who practice and teach
computational design, and the network he has helped to facilitate has extended his reach and amplified this impact.
Sincerely,

Heath May, AIA
Principal | Director of LINE
Adjunct Assistant Professor | University of Texas at Arlington, CAPPA
350 N SAINT PAUL STREET, STE 100, DALLAS, TX 75201-4240 | +1 214 969 5599 (main) +1 214 969 3397 (fax) | www.hksinc.com

