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Date 24 June 2020
Texas Society of Architects 2020 Honor Awards

A Chapter of The American Institute of Architects

24 June 2020
Mr. Craig Reynolds, FAIA
Chair, Honor Awards Committee
Texas Society of Architects
500 Chicon Street
Austin, TX 87802
Re: Nomination of DSGN – TxA Architecture Firm Award
Dear Chair and Honors Committee,
It is with a great sense of pride and conviction that AIA Dallas submits the nomination of DSGN for the
2020 Texas Society of Architects Firm Award. This nomination is proof that the focus and commitment of
a small-firm can lead to out-sized impacts benefiting the community and the profession at-large.
Context-sensitive design, wrapped in the cloak of passionate community involvement and advocacy, has
distinguished DSGN as a pillar of the design community; delivering planning projects such as the
nationally recognized Urban Reserve master plan which mixes equal parts of sound urban planning,
sustainability though nature, and design bathed in beauty. They have won more than 50 design awards
from industry, civic, and sustainability organizations who all recognize the design excellence crafted at
DSGN.
Founding partner Bob Meckfessel, FAIA built the firm of the foundations of responsible design with a large
dose of community engagement. He has served at every level of the profession, from the local and state
AIA component leadership, to international organizations such as Docomomo, which is committed to the
documentation and conservation of buildings, sites, and neighborhoods of the Modern Movement. Over
the past years, a new generation of leaders has emerged, taking roles within AIA Dallas, Texas Society of
Architects, the Trinity Commons Foundation, CityLab High School, Dallas Architecture Forum, and
USGBC, among other professional and civic organizations. This next generation is highly diverse with
women architects out numbering men three to one.
2018 AIA Dallas Firm of the Year, DSGN sets the bar high for community activism in Dallas. Firms, both
large and small in North Texas, struggle to measure up to DSGN in building communities, sustainable
design practices, and in the preservation of the built environment. The DSGN staff and principals give
hundreds of pro bono hours each year to both civic and professional organizations that align with their
mission of designing sustainably.
DSGN’s contributions to the profession of architecture in Texas is more than worthy of recognition through
the Texas Society of Architects’ Architecture Firm Award.
Sincerely,

Maria Gomez, AIA
AIA Dallas President, 2020

325 N. Saint Paul Street, Suite 150
Dallas, Texas 75201
T 214.742.3242
www.aiadallas.org

FIRM HISTORY

1992-1999
Legend:

DSGN began in 1992 as Meckfessel Associates, when Bob Meckfessel returned to Texas
after four years in New York, where he built an international architectural practice for his
employer. From its loft studio in Deep Ellum, Meckfessel Associates immediately provided
services for international clients, but we also began to focus our domestic practice, including
the downtown Dallas Education Center in the historic Titche-Goettinger building. We began
a long involvement in community and professional activities, including Meckfessel leading the
Inside the Loop initiative of Preservation Dallas and AIA Dallas (the first time neighborhoods
and their organizations were mapped). Our staff grew to six, including Cliff Welch (now
FAIA), who eventually became a principal in the firm.

AIA Dallas Design Award
LEED Certified
Allied Award

PD / AIA Inside the Loop map

Original Meckfessel Associates, 25 years later

Xiamen MXD

Dr. Pepper Competition Sketch

Dr. Pepper Competition

In 1995, the firm changed its name to F/M Associates, when Allen Felsenthal joined as full
partner. A Singapore office was established, reflecting our burgeoning international practice,
with projects in China, the Philippines, Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, and Korea. Our
local practice continued to grow with numerous projects - mostly renovations - in and around
downtown Dallas. We began interior design and graphic design studios, and our overall
staff grew to 28 in Dallas and six in Singapore. We received our first AIA design awards for
both local and international work, and we moved into offices downtown in a former historic
Nash automobile showroom. Cal Young joined us, bringing his expertise in cutting-edge
cinema design, eventually rising to become a full partner.

Pin Oak Ranch
Treehouse for a Litigious Society

F/M Offices

Willow Building
AIA Dallas Firm of the Year Award, 1999

Bob’s Op-Ed in Architectural Record

Community and professional service continued with AIA Dallas ExCom and as several
committees and with the Dallas Architecture Forum, the Dallas Architectural Foundation, and
Preservation Dallas. Our LONG involvement with the Trinity River began, too, in 1998.
From participation in local urban planning advisory boards, to op-ed pieces in architectural
publications, influencing public policy concerning the built and natural environment has been
at the core of the firm’s values.

Buena Vista MXD

1999-2005

ForwardDallas! Advisory Council

1999-2004 were years of change. The firm explored an expanded international practice,
which resulted in yet another name change. In 2000, a three-year merger was initiated with
Canadian-British firm Design International to build a truly global firm with offices in Dallas,
Singapore, Toronto, and London. However, during the turbulent years of the dotcom bubble
and 9/11, differences among partners about firm values and focus became apparent, and it
was ultimately decided to halt the merger with the Canadians and Brits. Cal Young and Cliff
Welch left to pursue other opportunities, and Allen Felsenthal retired. The name of the firm was
changed to DSGN Associates (which stuck!) and the remaining partner Bob Meckfessel refocused the firm on domestic work, especially on infill and adaptive reuse projects. International
work continued with select clients, but active marketing abroad ceased.

Rave Motion Pictures HQ

DSGN Offices at the Bomb Factory

TSA Honor Award - Bomb Factory

2005-today

Since 2005, the focus and progress of DSGN have remained steady — to continue to
produce award-winning work of merit, but to merge and align that with our community and
professional involvement and values. Our projects have increasingly moved towards municipal,
civic, preservation and non-profit work, including inner-city projects such as libraries and fire
stations, affordable and attainable residential projects, adaptive re-use of historic structures,
and urban planning. While the bulk of the work is in north Texas, other work spans Texas from
Houston to Marfa.

Urban Reserve
Prairie Creek Library Community Engagement

Bob, President-Elect AIA Dallas,1999

Our volunteer, pro bono, and low bono work continued, with DSGNers in leadership positions
in TxA, AIA Dallas, Dallas Architecture Forum, Docomomo US, and USGBC, among others.
DSGN was instrumental in finally killing the zombie Trinity Toll Road project in 2016 with the
preparation of the pivotal Ten Presidents’ Report and, in the same year, we “walked the walk”,
purchasing and renovating our own 1962 mid-century office building in Oak Cliff as our
HQ (complete with organic food garden). Our home has been recognized with awards from
Preservation Dallas and Docomomo US, and was the site for our killer 25th year birthday party,
attended by our closest 200 friends from the profession and community.

Bookmarks

DSGN 25th Anniversary Party

Churchill Recreation
Center

Texas Architect Magazine

Excerpt from Ten Presidents Report on Trinity Tollway

Beth Brant, AIA joined DSGN in 2013, expanding the firm’s depth and expertise in sustainability
and resiliency. Beth became a Senior Associate and Shareholder in 2018, and the ownership of
the firm will continue to transition over the next few years, as equity continues to transfer to Beth and
other senior staff, our next generation of leadership and activists.

Fairway Ranch

DSGN offices in Oak Cliff

Beth participates in Wheelchair for a Day

SM Puerto Princesa

DSGN 25th Anniversary Party

DSGN hikes in Big Bend

Fire Station #6
Bob at Oak Cliff Preservation Town Hall

Kate’s piece in Columns Magazine

Vickery Park Branch Library
Site visit to project in the Philippines

Habitat Build Day

CONTRIBUTIONS

Contribution and
Achievements
* Indicates Chair or Co-Chair position held

TEXAS SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS
AWARDS / HONORS
Honor Award for Design
Pfluger Award for Community Service
OFFICES HELD
Vice President
Secretary
COMMITTEES
Community Design Action Team
Community Design Committee
Architects Day
Convention Programs Committee*

Government Affairs Steering Committee
Honors Committee
Long Range Planning Committee
Livable Communities Issues, Legislative Analyst
AIA Dallas Board Representative*
Livable Communities Subcommittee*
Practice Commission*
Sustainability Committee*
Texas Architectural Foundation Bikeitects*
Tour des Monuments Committee*
TxA Mentor
Urban Design Committee

AIA, DALLAS CHAPTER
AWARDS / HONORS
Firm of the Year (2)
Honor Award for Design (4)
Merit Award for Design (4)
Citation Award for Design (7)
Tour of Homes (4)
Excellence in Sustainable Design
Home of the Year Honorable Mention
Grand Prize:
Dr. Pepper HQ Competition - Grand Prize
OFFICES HELD
President
President Elect
Board of Directors, Director of Education
COMMITTEES
Advanced Leaders Program
AIA Representative - ForwardDallas!
Celebrate Architecture! Gala*

COLUMNS Advisory Board
COLUMNS Theme Task Force
Commissioner for Community Services
Communities by Design*
Community Honors*
COTE*
Design Awards*
Education*
Emerging Leaders Program, 2016
Executive Director Search
Fellowship
Government Affairs*
Healthy Materials Fair Executive Planning
Historic Resources
Housing and Neighborhoods*
Nominating*
National Convention Professional Tours*
Sustainable Showcase Executive Planning
Tour of Homes

DOCOMOMO US
AWARDS / HONORS
Modernism in America - Citation of Merit
OFFICES HELD
President-Elect
Vice President
Board of Directors

COMMITTEES
Chapter Relations Committee*
Fundraising Committee

DOCOMOMO NORTH TEXAS
Founding Member, Board of Directors

USGBC TEXAS
AWARDS / HONORS
LEED Platinum (3)

DALLAS ARCHITECTURE FORUM
OFFICES HELD
President
Board of Directors
Past Presidents Council
Advisory Council

COMMITTEES
Board of Directors
Communications Committee
Education and Events Committee

COMMITTEES
Art for Architecture Gala*
Design Society Founding Member
Design Society*
Panel Planning

Contribution and
Achievements

PRESERVATION DALLAS
AWARDS / HONORS
Preservation Achievement Award (4)
OFFICES HELD
President
Board of Directors

Executive
Executive Director Search
Neighborhoods Identification / Mapping*
Preservation Awards*
Preservation Center*
Preservation Issues
Rebuilding North Texas

COMMITTEES
Discover Dallas Advisory

OFFICES HELD
President
Board of Directors

TRINITY TRUST /
TRINITY PARK CONSERVANCY
OFFICES HELD
Board of Directors

COMMITTEES
Design*

COMMITTEES
Design Advisory*

GREATER DALLAS PLANNING COUNCIL

DALLAS ARCHITECTURE FOUNDATION

OFFICES HELD
Board of Directors

OFFICES HELD
President
Board of Directors

TRINITY COMMONS FOUNDATION

LA REUNION TX
OFFICES HELD
President
Board of Directors

JURIES

AIA Kentucky, Kentucky Design Honor Awards
AIA Dallas, Student Design Awards
AIA Fort Worth, Design Awards (2)
AIA Fort Worth, Cottage Communities Competition
50 Most Significant Houses of Dallas
D Magazine / AIA House of the Year
Trizec Hahn / D Magazine Spirit of the City Urban Design Scholarship
CityLab High School Design Reviews
University of Texas at Arlington School of Architecture, Graduate Design Studio Reviews
University of Texas at Arlington School of Architecture, Design Studio Reviews
University of Texas at Austin SoA Graduate Studio
Texas Tech School of Architecture Design Studio Reviews
Urban Reserve Student and Young Architects Design Competition

Generational Divide, by Gregory Ibañez, FAIA, Texas Architect Magazine, May/June 2020
The Process: Artists Emerge through the Exercise of Craft, by Kate Aoki, AIA, COLUMNS Magazine, Fall 2018
Updates to Dallas’ Trinity River Project Position It at the Forefront of Watershed Urbanism,
by Robert Meckfessel, FAIA, Texas Architect Magazine, March/April 2020
Connective Tissue, by Michael Friebele, Assoc. AIA, Texas Architect Magazine, November/December 2017
Smart Growth Initiatives Benefit All Citizens, Even Architects, by Bob Meckfessel, FAIA,
Texas Architect Magazine, May 2005
Audelia Library, by Ford Gunter, Texas Architect Magazine, May 2005			
Back to the Future, by Bob Meckfessel, FAIA and Cal Young, Real Estate Magazine, Spring 2000
Perils of PowerPoint, by Bob Meckfessel, FAIA, Texas Architect Magazine, April 2004
Speak Out, by Bob Meckfessel, FAIA, Architectural Record, September 1998		
Showroom of Detail, by Mark Forsyth, Texas Architect Magazine, January/February 1996

SELECTED
PUBLICATIONS

Housing a Nation of Tenants, by Bob Meckfessel, FAIA, Texas Architect Magazine, July/August 1995
Attempting to Save the Dr. Pepper Building, by David Dillon, Dallas Morning News, 04 June 1993

COMMUNITY
AND SERVICE

Community
and Service

DSGN does not particularly distinguish between the work we do for money, the work we do for
fun, and the work we do for a cause. Instead, we endeavor - mostly successfully - to merge the
three, finding clients with projects that allow us to use our design talents and expertise to further their
goals - financial, social, environmental or aesthetic - to improve the lives of those that will use them.

AIA Dallas Firm of the Year Award, 2019

AIA Dallas Design Awards

Beth, an AIA Dallas 10 Under Ten

Kate receiving AIA Dallas Presidential Citation

“...exemplifies what a small,
community-focused architecture firm
can accomplish...”
Diane Cheatham
Client and collaborator

Bob at AIA Dallas Fellows Dinner

Kate at Women of Williams mentoring event

Community
and Service
Fair Park community town hall

AIA Dallas Built Awards

AIA Dallas Firm Award, 2019

Fire Station 6 - LEED Platinum certification

Panel discussion at SMU MADI

“...DSGN [is] absolutely committed to
excellent design and planning. They
integrate this with community needs
and with the commitment to nature-rich
environments and sustainable practices.”
Kevin W. Sloan
Principal, Kevin Sloan Studio

Kate’s Emerging Leaders Program graduation

Community
and Service

Andrea at Architects Day, 2017

Kate presenting at Empowering Conference

Beth’s TxA Conference Sustainability Panel

Beth at You Got Five Minutes: Green

Andrea presenting at Healthy Material Fair

“...one of the best places in Texas for
women to work.”
Betsy del Monte, FAIA

Kate at Creative Careers Showcase

Bob at Earth Day TX

Community
and Service

Beth at AIA Dallas COTE / Historic Dallas Tour

Bob presenting at The Braniff Conference

TxA Convention Session

DOCOMOMO Symposium, Detroit

Beth’s “Designing for Excellent”, TxA Conference Session

“...DSGN has stepped up when they’ve
been needed most.”
Angela Hunt
Former Councilmember, City of Dallas

Bob at National University symposium in Manila

Kalita Humphreys Master Plan presentation

Community
and Service

Hearts and Hammers

Parking Day

Vickery Park Library groundbreaking

Form Follows Fitness

3Day for Susan G. Komen

“…contributes hundreds of pro bono
hours each year to organizations
focused on the built environment.”
Nate Eudaly
Executive Director, Dallas Architecture Forum

Habitat for Humanity Build Day

CityLab High School

Community
and Service

Since our beginning in 1992, we have always believed that if you can’t take time to blow off some
steam, then you’re doing something wrong, and we happen to enjoy blowing off steam together.
An integral part of the firm’s values is a healthy work/life balance, and — perhaps ironically — we
work hard to enjoy both. We’ve chowed down on corn dogs at the State Fair, we’ve ogled art in
Marfa, we’ve hiked in Big Bend, and we threw a really great party to celebrate our 25th birthday.

ELP Happy Hour

DSGN 25th Anniversary Party

“Particularly admirable is the vibe of
this small firm. Equitable, humane, and
cool.”

Office lunch

DSGN at the Texas State Fair

DSGN 25th Anniversary party

Ugly Sweater Day

Jeff Potter, FAIA

Big Bend National Park

TxA Convention

PROJECTS

XIAMEN MXD
Entertainment Center and eight office towers
adjacent to a new shopping center, SM City
Xiamen.
1994 AIA Dallas Merit Award, Small Firms
1995 AIA Dallas Citation Award

TREEHOUSE FOR A LITIGIOUS SOCIETY
Dallas Arboretum and AIA Dallas Treehouse
Design Competition.
1997 AIA Dallas Merit Award

THE WILLOW BUILDING
1930’s refrigeration plant known as the Willow
Building was rehabilitated into creative office
space near Fair Park. All renovation measures
were approved by the THC.
2002 Preservation Dallas Achievement Award

BEFORE

AFTER

ENTERTAINMENT COLLABORATIVE
These offices house tenants working in the music
and entertainment industry. They are located
on the top floor of an abandoned 1903 hotel,
severely damaged by fire in the 1950’s.
Simplified materials allow for construction by
local trades from the surrounding area, bridging
the technology of the music and entertainment
with the gritty texture of Deep Ellum.
1998 AIA Dallas Citation Award

BIG THEORY
A work environment for rapidly growing and
evolving digital design firm located within a
former automobile showroom originally built in
the 1930’s.
1999 AIA Dallas Merit Award

RAVE MOTION PICTURES
Vibrant identity for this newly formulated company,
providing the name, corporate logo and
stationery package as well as the architecture,
interiors and graphics for 12-18 screen cinemas
across the country.
2001 National Concrete Masonry Association
Design Award of Excellence
2001 Print’s Regional Design Annual Design
Excellence Award
2002 American Corporate Identity Design
Excellence Award

RAVE OFFICES
DSGN designed the new corporate offices for
Rave Motion Pictures. Conceived around the
concept of light passing through film, the design
utilizes glazing and material strategies to illustrate
that idea throughout the space.
2000 AIA Dallas Honor Award

THE BOMB FACTORY
Known affectionately as
the 1943 building was
considered for demolition
and renovated the property

The Bomb Factory,
derelict and being
until DSGN leased
for use as its offices.

2001 Texas Society of Architects - Honor
Award for Design
2002 AIA Dallas Merit Award
2003 Preservation Texas - Historic Rehabilitation
Award
BEFORE

MARTIN WEISS PARK
DSGN was among a select group of local
and national architects chosen to design and
complete park pavilions and playgrounds for the
prestigious Dallas Parks Pavilion Program initiated
in 2003. The Martin Weiss Park project also
included a modern and cool playground and
walking loop in addition to the pavilion.

PRAIRIE CREEK BRANCH LIBRARY
This 18,000 sf Library is located in the Pleasant
Grove neighborhood of Dallas.
A connection with a public school located north
of the site was embraced with a direct pedestrian
connection that passes an outdoor classroom and
sculpture garden.
The historic prairie was fully recreated and
celebrated inside with custom murals and a
natural color palette of tans and dark browns
punctuated by wildflower reds and blues.
USGBC LEED Platinum

CHURCHILL RECREATION CENTER
The original Churchill Recreation Center was a
well-used and well-liked workout and meeting
facility. DSGN not only provided the required
programmatic spaces but expanded an outdoor
courtyard and improved user view to the forested
surroundings.
An iconic tree - the Lois Finkelman Live Oak - was
preserved and protected by careful planning of
the workout center, featuring a masonry wall that
gently curves around and away from the tree.

BOOKMARKS
This one-of-a-kind joint project with the City of
Dallas and NorthPark Center, is home to an
ongoing series of children’s educational and
reading programs and is located in one of the
most innovative shopping centers in the country.
Pro-bono design services were comprehensive,
and even included development of the facility’s
name and logo.
2009 Northeast Texas Library System, Library
Project of the Year
2008 Dallas Observer Best New Library

URBAN RESERVE
DSGN’s master plan took an illegal dumping
site and transformed it into a secluded, wooded
neighborhood for 50 modern homes.
Using state-of-the-art principals of sustainability
and place-making, Urban Reserve combines
measures such as rain gardens on the “wet” side
of the street to collect and filter runoff before being
directed into ponds to be used as irrigation, with
innovative designs from local architects for home
designs on the small parcels.
The development requires all houses to be
certified LEED for Homes.
2006 AIA Dallas Juror’s Recognition
2007 North Central Texas Council of
Governments C L I D E Award
2007 AIA Dallas Excellence in Sustainable
Design Award
2012 GDPC Urban Design and Built Award

URBAN COMMONS
This overlooked and landlocked site is bisected
by a heavily wooded branch (The Branch) of
Ferris Creek. Using the geographical features
inherent to the site, DSGN’s master plan creates
mini-neighborhoods by situating 80 homes
around 10 pocket parks (Commons)
Vehicular access is organized along a “Woonerf”,
which integrates design strategies to create a
multi-purpose street that prioritizes pedestrians
over vehicles.
Each Commons acts as a rain garden to retain
and filter stormwater flowing towards the Branch
while multi-use spaces, including the Mailbox
Court and Community Circle, are located
throughout to ensure frequent and meaningful
interaction among residents.
2019 North Central Texas Council of
Governments C L I D E Award
2018 ULI Impact Award Finalist

SM CITY BAGUIO
This major addition updates and modernizes a
well-used open-air retail center in a mountain
resort city in the Philippine Islands. The design
preserves hundreds of existing trees and takes
advantage of the sweeping views by creating a
cascade of dining terraces to the north. A sky
garden provides a “park in the sky,” complete
with performing areas, sculpture garden, play
areas, and promenade.
The hillside complex incorporates bright but
natural colors, as well as numerous sustainable
features including expansive daylighting, natural
ventilation, integrative vegetation, and rainwater
collection systems.

SM CDO2 PREMIER
This upscale mixed-use center is located on an
infill site in a busy area of downtown Cagayan
de Oro. Covered arcades integrate the mall into
its urban setting and create friendly paths for
pedestrians along the street. A sculptural glass
curtain wall creates a dramatic entry at the corner,
allowing the retail center to glow with activity at
night. The interiors are distinctly upscale with
crisp, modern finishes, lively patterns and bold
accents of color.

SM CITY PUERTO PRINCESA
This upscale resort complex is located a short
walk to the well-known Baywalk Park and nearby
pier in Palawan. Lush landscaping and reflecting
pools integrate the mall into its tropical setting
while also providing open, leisurely walkways
for pedestrians. The three-story glass corner
entry with white linear overhang stretching along
Malvar Road, create a striking and inviting scene.
The form of the building creates a series of views
of the bay and mountains beyond.

FAIRWAY RANCH AMENITY CENTER
This amenity center serves Fairway Ranch, a
residential neighborhood located on the former
Byron Nelson Ranch.
The center recalls this rural heritage with a
simple barn inspired form. Oriented northsouth for optimal shade and natural ventilation,
the generously vented roof creates a chimney
effect that circulates and cools the air in the unconditioned rooms below.
The design also includes bioswales, native
landscaping, regional materials such as Texas
San Saba Stone, recycled steel, and flame
treated wood.
2018 AIA Dallas Honor Award

DALLAS FIRE STATION NO. 6
Located in South Dallas, near the historic Forest
Theater and Fair Park, Fire Station No. 6 is
designed to be a lantern for the community,
featuring a large glass “jewel box” that glows in
a display of civic pride.
The design provides quiet, comfortable living
quarters for on-duty firefighters while maximizing
the functionality and efficiency of the station.
Drive-through apparatus bays allow fire-rescue
vehicles to flow in and out of the station with
ease. A private courtyard with grilling and dining
facilities is nestled between the sleeping and
office wings of the station to improve the quality
of life of firefighters and EMTs awaiting the next
call.
2012 F.I.E.R.O. Honor Award (Unbuilt)
2018 AIA Dallas Honor Award
2018 F.I.E.R.O. Merit Award
100% Carbon Neutral per 2030 Challenge
USGBC LEED Platinum

115
The building was originally designed for
Geotronics Labs, Inc. in 1962, and sat vacant
for nearly ten years until it was renovated in
2014 for use as DSGN offices.
2017 Dallas Preservation Achievement Award
2018 DOCOMOMO Modernism in America
Award

BEFORE

AFTER

CLIFF HOUSE
The Cliff House event center saw the renovation
of a vacant 1930’s chapel in Oak Cliff into a
modern and minimally elegant event space.
Steadfast in its approach to renovation,
DSGN maintains the chapel’s sense of place
and context. Located in the dynamic TyPO
neighborhood of Oak Cliff, the chapel has an
established presence in the community, and with
minimal interventions - such as the addition of a
back deck - that presence was enhanced by the
design.
The resulting renovation is a highly engaging
and warm space, made more so by the careful
considerations and attention to the slightest of
details.
2018 Preservation Dallas Honor Award
2019 AIA Dallas Honor Award

HEIGHTS THEATER
The Heights Theater is a historic movie theater
located in The Heights neighborhood of
Houston, Texas. Constructed in 1929, the theater
has gone through several renovations and it was
most recently restored by DSGN in 2016. The
goal was clear - to maintain and restore the
existing historic facade and features while also
returning the building to its original intended
purpose as an entertainment venue.
2018 Preservation Texas Honor Award
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An integral part of our practice has always
included graphic design for both private and nonprofit clients. This work has received awards from
various graphic design associations, including
the Dallas Society of Visual Communications and
Print Magazine’s Regional Design Annual.
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GRAPHIC DESIGN
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• Large plaza provided in response to community
VICKERY MEADOW BRANCH LIBRARY
groups’ request for a gathering place
•

N

East facing glass at
entrance for more

desirable
The Vickery Meadow Branch Library is located
insolar
orientation
a dynamic, multi-cultural neighborhood in Dallas,
• Recognition of
existing pedestrian
in which more than 50 languages are spoken.
access patterns
It combines a traditional library approach with
• Vehicle entrances
21st-century technologies to create a community
located for efficient
access from Park
hub with the spaces and resources to act Lane
asandaRidgecrest
Road
classroom, job training facility, and town plaza
for a vibrant community of immigrants and locals
alike.

Situated in a tree-filled plaza, it bridges the site
between the schools to the north and the transit
stops to the south, featuring large expanses of
glazing and a continuous clerestory, creating a
welcoming space filled with natural light.
Complete with native landscaping and a
playground, the plaza greets visitors and
encourages them to interact on their way in. An
outdoor performance space designed as an art
installation takes advantage of lawn space and
provides an ideal location for community events.
Exceeds 2030 Challenge for Carbon Neutrality
Targeted LEEDv4 Gold

IMAGINE COMMUNITY CENTER AND
RESIDENCES
La Esencia Multi-Family is a development that
works in conjunction with Imagine Community
Center to bring affordable housing to the
historic neighborhood of La Bajada in West
Dallas. The project also reserves ground floor
units for senior citizens, and provides a direct
walkable connection to a local Senior Services
Organization located in the Community Center.
Also included is a community-wide gardening
initiative, utilizing empty public land throughout
the neighborhood.
LA ESENCIA. Multi-family apartments for Seniors
IMAGINE. Community Center for all
GARDENS. Initiative to inhabit vacant medians

01

Vision Site Plan
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Dallas, TX
Project 1833

VICKERY
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Owner
City of Dallas
1500 Marilla St
Dallas, Texas 75201
tel 214 671 5129

Architect
DSGN Associates, Inc.
115 West Greenbriar Lane
Dallas, Texas 75208
tel 214 748 7712

LIBRARY

Landscape Architect
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MARFASHIP
MarfaShip addresses the affordable housing and
labor shortage of Marfa, TX by using re-purposed
shipping containers for twenty residential units.
These will be finished out in Dallas, shipped
to Marfa, and then dropped into place on
the original foundations of the Fort D A Russell
Quartermaster warehouse.
In addition, four rental loft spaces for artists,
architects, and other creatives will be constructed
using pre-engineered building technology,
ubiquitous in West Texas. Local crews will then
connect them to utilities and install landscaping
and hardscaping.
All facilities will be organized along a central,
partially shaded spine to encourage social
interaction and group hang-outs of all sizes.

PARKLET PILOT PROGRAM
This current prototype program, funded by the
North Central Texas Council of Governments,
will develop a system to convert parallel parking
spaces to neighborhood gathering space,
pedestrian seating, and bike parking. The
program will provide flexibility to reuse, move
and reassemble modular components to adapt
to changing site conditions and neighborhood
needs and priorities.

OPTIONAL ADDITION: CANOPY
optional add-on where shade is desired

BASE COMPONENT: OPTION 2 - BENCH
composite deck bench
BASE COMPONENT: PLATFORM
composite decking w/ adjustable steel plate edge
to create ﬂush transition with sidewalk edge and comply with ADA.
2 ft wide module ensures weight does not exceed 200 lbs.
optional bike icon where bike parking exists
BASE COMPONENT: OPTION 1 - SEAT
composite deck seat
w/ galvanized metal edge protection
w/ ability to act as bike parking where desired

OPTIONAL ADDITION: PLAQUE
front: neighborhood name
back: customizable facts & information

BASE COMPONENT:
OPTION 1 - HIGH PLANTER BOX
galvanized metal planter box
creates visible edge condition.
optional bike icon where bike parking exists

BASE COMPONENT: PLATFORM STRUCTURE
steel frame on adjustable pedestals
to adjust to street slope & allow cleaning access underneath
BASE COMPONENT:
OPTION 2 - LOW PLANTER BOX
low galvanized metal planter box
creates visible edge condition
NOTE: Detailing of components is
conceptual and subject to adjustment in
preparation of fabrication drawings

CONCEPT - CUSTOMIZABLE MODULE

Not for regulatory approval, permitting or
construction. Issued under the authority of
Robert L. Meckfessel, FAIA.
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Direct Dial 214.855.7527
Direct Fax 214.978.4368
ahunt@munsch.com

June 17, 2020
Mr. Craig Reynolds, FAIA
Chair, Honor Awards Committee Texas Society of Architects
500 Chicon Street
Austin, TX 78702
Dear Craig:
I hope you and your family are well! I write to you to enthusiastically support DSGN’s nomination
for the Texas Society of Architects Architecture Firm Award.
I first became familiar with DSGN through its president, Bob Meckfessel, whom I met over a
decade ago while serving on the Dallas City Council. In 2007, I led the effort to prevent the construction
of the Trinity Toll Road, which, as you know, was a high-speed tollway planned next to Dallas’ Trinity
River, a corridor that serves as both a flood retention area and recreational amenity.
At that time, Bob and I were on opposites sides of the issue, with Bob opposed to abandoning
the toll road for fear it would unravel the city’s larger “Balanced Vision Plan” -- a grand vision for a future
Trinity Park. In the months preceding the referendum, we had the opportunity to debate the issue on
multiple occasions, and it became clear we shared a passion for the Trinity.
When the effort to kill the toll road failed, I remained in touch with Bob as a fellow Trinity
enthusiast. In subsequent years, as it became more and more apparent that the toll road had grown in
size and hijacked the larger Trinity project, Bob became a vocal opponent of the road and a great ally.
In 2015, as the city took key steps to move the toll road project forward, the issue came to the
fore again. To that point, toll road opponents had largely been grassroots advocates and
environmentalists, with few members of the business community. That changed when ten former
presidents of AIA Dallas published a report critical of the toll road that cataloged the road’s divergence
from the city’s Balanced Vision Plan. The report proved critical in garnering the support of other
architects and members of the business community. The effort was the brainchild of Bob -- one of the
ten presidents -- who organized his colleagues while his team at DSGN researched and penned the
critical report. Thanks to Bob’s and DSGN’s efforts, opposition to the toll road could no longer be ignored
as a fringe position, and within two years, the City Council had voted to eliminate the road.
This is but one example of DSGN’s positive impact on the City of Dallas. As a former
policymaker, I know how critical it is for firms like DSGN to advise and advocate for thoughtful urban
design policy and DSGN has stepped up when they’ve been needed most. I can think of no firm more
deserving of the Texas Society of Architects Architecture Firm Award and whole-heartedly support their
consideration.
Sincerely,

Angela Hunt

June 12, 2020
Mr. Craig Reynolds, FAIA
Chair, Honor Awards Committee Texas Society of Architects
500 Chicon Street
Austin, TX 78702
Re: Texas Society of Architects Architecture Firm Award
Dear Mr. Reynolds:
it is with great pleasure that I write this letter in support of DSGN for the firm award of Texas
Society of Architects.
I am a practicing architect with a small firm in New York and an adjunct professor (for more than
4 decades) in the Graduate Historic Preservation Program at Columbia University. I am also the
long time president of Docomomo US and member of the board of Docomomo International,
currently based in Lisbon, Portugal.
In those various capacities I have been fortunate to see many projects, buildings, firms and
architects across this country. I have known of DSGN for decades. What has impressed me the
most is how the work of the firm has been intellectually and ethically consistent, seeing
architecture as a service for good and as a discipline not subject to aesthetic fads. The work has
been logical and crisp and almost pin striped. The projects are creative in a quiet and thoughtful
manner are respectful of client needs and site demands. The outcomes are good
representatives of the important work that small regional firms do and that deserve greater
recognition not just regionally but also nationally.
A good example of such a project is 115 West Greenbriar Lane in Dallas. Here a modest mid
20th century building has been creatively renovated to serve as the firm’s own office. In
recognition of how the character of the past was infused with a new creativity, the project
received a national design award in Docomomo US’ annual Modernism in America design
awards program.
On a personal level I have had the privilege to meet and work with DSGN’s principal Robert
Meckfessel, FAIA for close to 17 years, as we have served together on the board of Docomomo
US. It is his leadership that has made DSGN what a small architectural firm can and should be.
I recommend DSGN for your firm award program without hesitation and in the highest terms.
Such a recognition would be well deserved and serve as an example for us all.

Dr. Theodore H. M. Prudon FAIA FAPT
Prudon & Partners LLP
135 West 70 th Street, New York, New York 10023
T 212.721.9502 F 212.721.9504
www.prudonandpartners.com

17 June 2020
Mr. Craig Reynolds, FAIA, Chair
Honor Awards Committee of the Texas Society of Architects
500 Chicon Street
Austin, Texas 78702

P O T T E R

IN SUPPORT OF:

DSGN
TxA Architecture Firm Award

Architecture
Landscape Architecture
Strategic Solutions
PO Box 2704
Longview, Texas 75606
903.297.5555
4437 Cole Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75205
214.226.0345
potter-architects.com

Distinguished Chair and Members of the Committee:
Twenty years ago, I found myself drawn towards the center of governance
of the Texas Society of Architects. Already there, commanding a position of
leadership, was Bob Meckfessel. His presence was founded on a compelling
vision of sustainable design and advocacy. In a field of voices that generally
expelled heat, Bob advanced practice broadly as he radiated light - his
gentle manner is irresistible and without a doubt, his example carried me
through numerous deliberations of policy while later serving as President of
the AIA.
Ten years ago, Shelley and I moved from East Texas to Dallas. We wanted to
be part of the metamorphosis from old Dallas to new Dallas - a
metamorphosis that DSGN has had a commanding voice in shaping. I
already knew the firm’s resumé, having been a fan of their high-performing
library designs for the City of Dallas. As Shelley and I began to engage with
initiatives that we believed would make Dallas better, we discovered that
Bob or Beth had already written the brief or were somehow referenced in
the deliberations. Dallas respects design, but makes no soft accommodation
for it - advocacy is contact sport in our town! DSGN is a respected voice in
visions such as the Trinity River Corridor - and keeping toll roads out of it.
Particularly admirable is the vibe of this small firm. Equitable, humane, and
cool. As a small firm operator myself, I just don’t see how Bob and Beth can
be so influential and still get all the great work done. I guess we can
attribute it to their sense of place; their love of dsgn.
I wholeheartedly endorse DSGN as recipient of the 2020 Architecture Firm
Award.
Sincerely,

Jeﬀ Potter, FAIA
2004 President of the Texas Society of Architects
2012 President of the American Institute of Architects
2014 - 2018 President of the Architects Foundation

TEXAS SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS

ARCHITECTURE FIRM AWARD
SUBMISSION

June 24, 2020
Mr. Craig Reynolds, FAIA
Chair, Honor Awards Committee
Texas Society of Architects
500 Chicon Street
Austin, TX 78702

RE: INTERN DECLARATION

Dear Mr. Reynolds,
I declare that I do not employ unpaid intern architects, including working students, and neither
does any firm of which I am an owner or manager.
Sincerely,
DSGN Associates, Inc.

Robert L. Meckfessel, FAIA
President

