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Twenty-seven years ago, the Texas Department of Transportation embarked on a new multi-decade 

program to replace aging infrastructure at roadside Safety Rest Areas across the vast network of 

highways that traverse the state.  The goal was to enhance highway safety by encouraging drivers to 

relieve fatigue by taking periodic breaks.  The strategy was to make the rest areas clean, safe, interesting 

and even fun – mini-destinations where travelers would look forward to stopping.  Brooks County Safety 

Rest Area was the first project of this program which continues to this day and now numbers more than 

75 completed projects across Texas.   

While the Brooks County Safety Rest Area design pre-dated current sustainability metric tools and 

recognitions, it intentionally embraced virtually all the guiding principles that now denominate modern 

sustainable architecture.   

The rest area quickly became immensely popular with nearby communities and the travelling public and 

earned both a Texas Society of Architects Design Award and an AIA Honor Award for Architecture – then 

the only public-sector project so honored in Texas in more than a decade.  The success and recognition 

of the Brooks County Safety Rest area cemented TxDOT’s commitment to the new rest area program, 

to design excellence, and even began to tilt the engineer-dominated institutional culture of the vast 

agency toward sustainable, civic-minded design that can inspire as well as serve.   

The dozens of projects which have followed this precedent have yet to equal the design recognitions of 

the original – but they all strive for design excellence – and the mindset which began in Brooks County 

is now firmly a part of TxDOT culture, current Texas Safety Rest Area project goals, and the traveling 

public’s expectations.  New project budgets and programs have expanded so that Safety Rest Areas are 

becoming significant civic assets to the small communities in these remote regions.  Environmental, civic 

and family-activity features embedded as integral to the architecture at Brooks County are now discrete 

program requirements for new Texas Safety Rest Areas.  The Texas Safety Rest Area program has further 

gained national recognition as TxDOT has been invited to present the Brooks County project and others 

it influenced to national symposia of State Highway Departments. 

The implied patina and the historical ambiguity designed into this project to stimulate the imagination 

and to capture the rich lore of the Texas border frontier region are after twenty-five years becoming 

genuine, while the robust vandal-resistant materials and detailing position the architecture at the 

beginning of its useful life at an age when most buildings this heavily used are done.  This architecture 

has become inextricable with its place – transcending time and style.  After twenty-five years, it is hard 

to imagine a project with such a modest budget and humble intent exerting a more beneficial impact 

on the built environment across such a broad geographic area.   

AIA Corpus Christi is proud to nominate the Brooks County Safety Rest Area for the Texas Society of 

Architects Twenty-five Year Award. 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrea Riojas, AIA 

2023 Chapter President 



Brooks County Safety Rest Area - 1997



Brooks County Safety Rest Area - 1997

- Over 1000 oak trees on site, none removed or damaged
- Shallow raft foundations allow lateral roots below slabs
- Natural clearing delineated to imply village square for civic character and to invite
children to run
- All concrete rubble from previous structures recycled into thick walls and expressed
in coursing
- Composite concrete roof decks cast on tented Saltillo tiles with shear studs to pipes
suggesting traditional viga 
- Perimeter walls imply a ranch compound
- Abstracted references to both Texas ranch vernacular and Mexican hacienda
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Brooks County Safety Rest Area - 2022



Brooks County Safety Rest Area - 2022



Brooks County Safety Rest Area - 2022



Brooks County Safety Rest Area - 2022



Brooks County Safety Rest Area - 2022



Brooks County Safety Rest Area - 2022



Brooks County Safety Rest Area - 2022



Brooks County Safety Rest Area - 2022



Brooks County Safety Rest Area - 2022



Texas Architect Magazine - feature article shortly after construction of
Brooks County Safety Rest Area



Texas Architect Magazine - feature article shortly after construction of
Brooks County Safety Rest Area



Texas Architect Magazine - feature article shortly after construction of
Brooks County Safety Rest Area



Texas Architect Magazine - feature article on two decades of the Texas Safety Rest
Area Program - inaugurated and inspired by the Brooks County Safety Rest Area



Texas Architect Magazine - feature article on two decades of the Texas Safety Rest
Area Program - inaugurated and inspired by the Brooks County Safety Rest Area



Texas Architect Magazine - feature article on two decades of the Texas Safety Rest
Area Program - inaugurated and inspired by the Brooks County Safety Rest Area





AIA Honor Award for Architecture - 1999



Texas Society of Architects - Honor Award - 1998



National Brick in Architecture  "Best in Class Award" - Brick Industry Association 2001



Brooks County Safety Rest Area Design Team 
 
 

Client - Texas Department of Transportation 
 
Andy Keith, PE - Rest Area Program Manager 
Paul Campbell, AIA - TxDOT PM 
 

Architect - Richter Architects 
 
David Richter, FAIA - Design Principal 
Elizabeth Chu Richter, FAIA - Design Principal 
Sam Morris, AIA - Project Architect 
 

Civil Engineer - Shiner, Moseley & Associates 
Structural Engineer - Shiner, Moseley & Associates 
MEP Engineer - Callins, Haggard & Associates 
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