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Antonio’s storied legacy of craft

r hinges to monumental chandeliers, Robert Diaz De Leon’s work is impeccably detailed, 

His creative hand has literally transformed the hotel’s interior 

and wonder created by Robert Diaz De Leon’s work 

for TxA’s 202
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R O B E R T  D I A Z  D E  L E O N
109 Felisa, San Antonio TX. 78210 

robert@fluxmetalstudio.com 

One of my earliest memories is lying on the warm concrete sidewalk and 

watching the ants, marching in single file, carrying bits bigger than their 

bodies, and being fascinated by their persistence and drive to build their 

home and community.

In high school, I had a summer and weekend job working on a land surveying 

crew and later, as a draftsman producing drawings with pen and ink on 

vellum. As time went on, I became a computer technician, but usually my 

duties included building a clock card out of a Timex watch to add to the 

computer because they didn’t include a clock function at that time.

At Trinity University (class of 1983), I found my way into the home building 

department mainly because I needed easy classes to raise my GPA. It wasn’t until several years later that I 

realized that the classes weren’t really easy — they were just easy for me because I understood the work.

After graduating with the Bachelor of Science in the Business of Homebuilding, I went to work as a construction 

superintendent. The only thing being built at that time were apartments and I built hundreds. I transitioned 

to commercial building and built shopping centers, movie theaters, grocery stores and lots of mid-rise office 

buildings throughout the Southeastern United States.

I came back home and went to work for Bexar County as a construction coordinator, working on bond funded 

capital improvement projects in county buildings. I built adult jails, kid jails, County offices and Courtrooms, 

and public works maintenance facilities, and worked on the courthouse restoration.

Throughout my construction career, I kept my sanity by making things at night. While living in Memphis, I 

started taking blacksmithing classes at the National Ornamental Metal Museum. While working at Bexar 

County during the day, I began making things at night, mainly very traditional, hammered and forged things 

at first. That kind of working morphed into more modern kinds of forms and I began doing more welding and 

forming. Around 1995, I began making private commissioned pieces and over the next five years, the metal 

work began overtaking my bureaucratic job.

In 2000, the new millennium had a career change for me as I left my day job and became a full-time self-

employed blacksmith. In 2016, I was given the San Antonio Conservation Society Lynn Ford Craftsman Award. 

Over the last 23 years, I’ve made anything and everything imaginable, but the greatest are the relationships 

that I have been lucky to have made with some of the most talented, creative and imaginative designers 

around. I’ve done projects for some of the wealthiest people on the planet and made a project that went to the 

International Space Station. I’ve done large monumental pieces and small jewelry scale work as well.

The making is what drives me. The problem-solving is my reward, but mostly making dreams into reality for my 

clients and friends is where my joy lives.

Biography
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M O N  C H O U  C H O U  B R A S S E R I E
Entry portico with curved brass siding and coping, restored vintage brass doors, brass and resin entry signage.

P E A R L  B R E W E R Y
Formed bronze entry archway — approx 20’ x 20.’

L O C A L  C O F F E E
Patinated steel exterior window and door system. Raised metal coffee cup sign.
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H O T E L  E M M A
Cast brass reception signs. Patinated steel and woven brass mesh valet stand. Embossed brass ADA room signage. 

Patinated steel and brass suite and wayfinding signage.
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C U R I O
Brass blade sign with back painted restoration glass.

S U P P E R
Copper channel letters with concealed uplight track. Restored pressure guage fountain with brass and zinc trough.

E L E P H A N T  C E L L A R
Hand-forged steel armature with cast elephant blade sign. Restored bottling equipment chandeliers, 3000 lbs. each.
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S T E R N E W I R T H
Four-part brass bartops. Spun steel and brass articulating wall sconces. Monumental antique and leaded glass 

mirror.Patinated steel and brass cocktail tables. Restored bottling equipment chandelier.
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L A R D E R
Embossed aluminum exterior sign, approx. 16’ x 3.’ Restored antique French cafe lighting integrated into a steel and 

brass armature. Patinated steel and brass column wrap lighting. Brass articulating sconces.



10Body of Work

S I G N A T U R E
Three-part zinc bar top. Copper and antiqued mirror chandeliers. Brass droplights with molded brass backplate. Brass 

and restoration glass screen. Hand-forged steel and brass entry ring chandelier — approx. 6’ wide x 19’ tall. Forged 

steel with punch brass wall sconces.
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W I T T E  M U S E U M
Five-foot-tall copper monument sign. Corten steel & boulder wayfinding signage system.

S O U T H E R L E I G H
Reverse hammered zinc bar tops. Repurposed artifact chandelier. Cast iron stair and railing system.
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C U L I N A R Y  I N S T I T U T E  O F  A M E R I C A
“Pandelier” stainless steel pan chandelier made with 300 aluminum frying pans

H O T E L  C O N T E S S A
Embossed copper “running rose” frieze panels. 

G O O D  M O R N I N G  A M E R I C A
Aluminum papel picado diorama with animated river waves.
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C E L L A R S
Forged iron candelabra stand. Steel and brass elevator evacuation signage. Patinated brass and steel ADA apartment 

signage with forged steel nails.

C U R E D
Zinc bartop with embossed zinc edgeband. Brass and glass back bar shelving.




